
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Friday 9th September                                                                           Newsletter no 1                                                                                  

  
Dear Parents and Carers,  

Firstly I’d like to express how sad we were to hear that her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II passed away on Thursday evening this week. After careful consideration, we decided 

that it was appropriate for us to have a short assembly this morning as a school where we shared some photographs from The Queen’s life and let the children know that 

any emotional reaction to the news is okay. We have also made sure that all of the children understand that, as always, we are all here if they wish to speak to us. The 

following links may be useful for you to support your children at home should they need it:  

https://www.winstonswish.org/  https://www.childbereavementuk.org/  https://nelsonsjourney.org.uk/ 

During the next week and this period of mourning, the children will learn more about the significance of this moment in history at an age-approriate level. I hope you and 

your families are coping as well as you can with the sad news. 

Despite this being a difficult time, I’d like to wish you all a warm welcome back to school and hope that you have had a restful summer.  

We have been busy over the holidays, preparing for September, updating and developing curriculum planning, developing the school site (for example we have updated 

our ICT Suite) and continuing to review the ways we work to ensure that APS is a thriving, successful primary school. 

This week we have held our Parent/Carer Welcome Meetings which I hope you found informative and useful. If you weren’t able to attend, please let us know so that we 

can make sure the information is passed on to you. 

Looking ahead, I’m excited to begin our second year as the Attleborough and Rosecroft Primary Federation and building upon the huge amount of progress made last year. 

Both schools continue to work together for the benefit of the children and the wider community and I’m looking forward to another successful year. One example of us 

developing as a federation this year will focus on responding to your feedback from our Parent/Carer Survey in May 2022; a common area that was identified to improve 

was communication between families and schools so this will be something that we be working on going forwards. 

Thank you, as ever, for your ongoing support. 

 
Gayle Long  

Executive Headteacher                                                    

 

 

 

Wet weather clothing 
 

Please make sure your child has a waterproof coat each day 
and a spare pair of shoes/wellies that stay at school as we 

approach a period of wetter weather. We will always try to 
get the children outside whenever we can. Thank you for 

your support with this. 

 
Attleborough Primary School 
 

https://www.winstonswish.org/
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/
https://nelsonsjourney.org.uk/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Readers still required! ☺ 

We are working hard on ensuring our pupils have as many 

opportunities to read aloud to an adult as possible. This is 

incredibly beneficial for their reading development to be able to 

spend some quality time, on a 1:1 basis reading the text and 

discussing what they are reading. 

We already have some regular volunteers who come in for a few 

hours every week to hear readers in different parts of the school 

and this has proved to be really enjoyable for all involved. 

We would like to increase this offer to as many of our pupils as 

possible and need your help! If you, or any other family 

members or grandparents would be interested in coming into 

school for an hour or two a week to hear readers, we would love 

to hear from you! 

Obviously, this would need to be subject to a successful DBS 

check which we would organise. 

If you feel you would like to help, please get in touch via the 

school office.  

Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

Holidays and other absences in term time 

Please note that we are unable to authorise any holidays in term time, unless in 

exceptional circumstances, which would need to be discussed in advance with 

either Mr Copland or Mrs Long. Unauthorised absences, including unauthorised 

holidays that exceed 9 sessions (2 session equates to one day) in a six week 

period, will trigger a fixed penalty notice. 

All families will shortly be receiving up to date attendance information regarding 

their child. Attendance is now being monitored as it was pre-covid and all pupils 

whose attendance is under 90% are classed as persistently absent. Again, as pre-

covid, we will require evidence of any medical appointments in school time. 

Whilst we understand that children suffer with the usual childhood illnesses, if 

your child’s attendance already sits below 90%, we would require medical 

evidence to support their absence. 

Good attendance is so important as these figures show the impact of time 

missed: 

 

Twitter reminder 

Please remember to follow our 

Twitter page @AttleboroughPri to 

keep track of what we are learning 

about in school. We are trying really 

hard to ensure there are regular 

updates here and it is a great way to 

see what life is like on any given 

school day at APS. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Parents’ Evenings this year 

These will continue to run online through School Cloud. We will, however, be 

building in lots of opportunities for parents and carers to come into school to 

look at your children’s work/books. 

 

 

Friends of Attleborough Primary School 

Friends of Attleborough Primary school are looking for new members. 

We require a new treasurer and a chairperson who would be willing to 

organise events such as Disco’s, Bingo, Quiz Night, and other fundraising 

ideas. 

We also require people to help out with events, this does not have to be 

every event but just when you can spare an evening perhaps for a Disco 

or similar. 

We will not be able to hold Disco’s or any other events if we do not have 

any new members. 

If you are interested in becoming the Treasurer or Chairperson, please 

contact the school office. 

 

 

Term Dates – 2022/2023 

 

Friday 21st October -last day in school before half term 

Monday 24th October – Friday 28th October- half term 

Monday 31st October- first day back after half term 

Friday 16th December- last day of Autumn term 

Wednesday 4th January- first day of Spring Term 

Friday 10th February- last day before half term 

Monday 13th February – Friday 17th February – half term 

Monday 20th February – back in school 

Friday 31st March – last day of Spring term 

Monday 3rd April – Monday 17th April -Easter Holiday 

Tuesday 18th April – First day of summer term 

Monday 1st May – Bank holiday- not in school 

Friday 26th May-last day before half term 

Monday 29th May – Friday 2nd June – Half term holiday 

Monday 5th June- back in school 

Friday 21st July – last day in school before the summer holiday 

Monday 24th July – first day of summer holidays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Free School Meals 

If you think your child may be entitled to means tested Free school 

meals, please click the following link. This also applies even if your child 

is in receipt of Universal Free schools’ meals in Reception – Year 2. 

Free school meals, school meals and milk - Norfolk County Council 

https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/education-and-learning/schools/school-meals-and-milk


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthday treats 

We are now, once again, allowing children to bring in sweet treats to 

share with their class if they wish to when it is their birthday. There is no 

obligation or expectation to do this, but if you wish to please make sure 

any sweets, cakes, etc. are shop bought as this allows to see possible 

allergens. A polite reminder that we are a nut free school. 

Dropping off/Collecting Children 

Please be aware that the registers are taken shortly after 8:50am so your 

child should be arriving at school before then. There is always an 

independent learning activity taking place from 8:40am.  

When dropping children off at the staff car park end of the school site, 

please avoid coming through the internal gate as teachers are often 

using this time to catch up with children and setup for the day. Any 

urgent messages can be left with the staff on gate duty or with the office 

staff. 

Please do not park near to or opposite the bus stop directly outside of 

school at the end of the school day. This space is reserved for our school 

taxis. Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

 

  

 

 

Excellence Assemblies 

Continuing from last year, we are delighted to share that our Excellence 

Assemblies are back. These will be weekly with children’s work displayed 

in the hall following the assembly.  

The first is on Thursday 15th September at 10:40am in the hall and will be 

for EYFS, Y1 and Y2 children. The chosen children’s parents will receive 

an invitation to attend each week. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


